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Private
Tour Type

USD 300 / pax
Starting From

Explore the diverse landscapes and rich traditions of Northern Vietnam on a five-day tour. Journey from the
peaceful valleys of Mai Chau to the ancient capital of Hoa Lu, marvel at Ninh Binh's natural beauty, and cruise
the stunning waters of Halong Bay, experiencing authentic culture and breathtaking scenery.

DESTINATIONS & ROUTE

Hanoi  →  Mai Chau  →  Ninh Binh  →  Ha Long

TOUR OVERVIEW

Tour Overview: Northern Vietnam's Cultural & Scenic Gems
This five-day, four-night journey through Northern Vietnam offers a compact yet comprehensive exploration of the region's most
iconic natural and cultural highlights. Beginning in Hanoi, the tour quickly transports you to the tranquil Mai Chau Valley, where
you'll engage with local ethnic communities and witness their traditional way of life. The adventure continues to Ninh Binh, often
called "Halong Bay on land," featuring ancient historical sites and dramatic karst landscapes best experienced by boat.
The tour culminates with an overnight cruise through the magnificent Halong Bay, a UNESCO World Heritage site renowned for
its emerald waters and thousands of towering limestone islands. Each day is thoughtfully planned to provide a blend of active
exploration, cultural immersion, and scenic relaxation, making it an ideal choice for travelers seeking a diverse experience.
Journey Highlights
From cycling through verdant rice paddies to navigating mystical caves by traditional sampan, this tour is packed with
memorable moments. Discover the unique charm of Mai Chau’s stilt houses, delve into Vietnam's imperial past at Hoa Lu, and
ascend Mua Cave for panoramic views over Ninh Binh's intricate waterways. The experience of waking up amidst the serene
beauty of Halong Bay on a luxury cruise is a true highlight.
Route Summary
The expedition begins and ends in Vietnam's capital, Hanoi, creating a convenient loop. The route takes you southwest to the
rural tranquility of Mai Chau, then southeast to the dramatic karst formations of Ninh Binh, before heading east to the iconic
seascape of Halong Bay. This carefully planned sequence ensures a smooth progression through varied environments,
showcasing the best of Northern Vietnam.
Who Is This Tour For?
This tour is perfect for travelers who appreciate both cultural insights and natural beauty. It caters to those interested in
engaging with local communities, exploring historical sites, and enjoying active pursuits like cycling and trekking. With
comfortable accommodations and guided excursions, it's suitable for individuals, couples, and small groups looking for an
enriching and well-organized Vietnamese experience.
Practical Information
The tour includes transfers in air-conditioned vehicles, all entrance fees, and meals as specified in the itinerary.
Accommodations range from local homestays offering authentic cultural experiences to a 4-star cruise in Halong Bay.
Professional English-speaking guides accompany the journey, providing valuable context and assistance throughout. Travelers
should be prepared for moderate physical activity, including cycling and climbing steps at Mua Cave.
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TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

* Experience traditional village life and local markets in the Mai Chau Valley.

* Cycle through scenic rice fields and engage with ethnic communities in Mai Chau.

* Explore the ancient capital of Hoa Lu and its historic temples.

* Enjoy a serene boat trip through the stunning karst landscapes of Tam Coc or Trang An.

* Ascend Mua Cave for breathtaking panoramic views of Ninh Binh's countryside.

* Spend a night on a 4-star cruise amidst the limestone karsts of Halong Bay.

* Participate in a Tai Chi session on the sundeck as the sun rises over Halong Bay.

* Discover the impressive formations within Sung Sot Cave in Halong Bay.

* Savor authentic Vietnamese cuisine, including traditional Thai dishes in Mai Chau.

DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

Day 1 Hanoi Departure & Mai Chau Valley Immersion

Meals: Lunch, Dinner   |   Stay: Mai Chau Homestay   |   Transport: Van/Bus, Bicycle

Your adventure begins with a morning pickup from your hotel in Hanoi's Old Quarter, setting off towards the picturesque Mai
Chau Valley. The journey itself offers a glimpse into rural Vietnamese life, as the winding pass reveals traditional Muong and
Thai communities nestled between mountains and valleys. A significant stop is made at the summit of Thung Khe Pass,
providing a panoramic vista of the entire Mai Chau Valley. Here, you'll also have the opportunity to visit a temporary local
market, where ethnic Muong people sell their unique products.
Upon arrival in Mai Chau, a delicious lunch featuring local specialties awaits, with vegetarian options available. The afternoon
is dedicated to exploring the serene surroundings by bicycle, guided by a local expert. You'll observe farmers tending their
fields, witness locals skillfully weaving scarves, and visit several peaceful villages. The late afternoon offers free time to further
cycle, walk, or browse local shops. The day concludes with a traditional Thai dinner, complete with a cultural dance show and a
taste of "ruou can," a local traditional wine (for groups of 5 or more).

Activities: Hotel pickup in Hanoi Old Quarter.
Scenic drive to Mai Chau Valley.
Stop at Thung Khe Pass for panoramic views and local market visit.
Enjoy a local lunch.
Bicycle ride through Mai Chau villages.
Free time for cycling, walking, or shopping.
Traditional Thai dinner with cultural dance show.

Day 2 Mai Chau Village Trek & Return to Hanoi
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Meals: Breakfast, Lunch   |   Stay: Hanoi Hotel (not included in tour price)   |   Transport: Bicycle, Van/Bus

Start your day with a hearty breakfast at your homestay. Following breakfast, you'll join a local Thai guide for an immersive
cultural experience. The morning begins with a short 2km bicycle ride, leading to the starting point of a trek through more
remote rural villages. This trek takes you to Na Meo, Na Mo, and Xam Pa villages, offering a deeper insight into the daily lives,
customs, and traditions of the local communities.
During the trek, you'll witness expansive rice terraces and gain a greater understanding of the region's agricultural practices
and cultural heritage. After exploring the villages, you'll return to the homestay for check-out and a final lunch in Mai Chau. The
early afternoon provides some leisure time for last-minute souvenir shopping or simply relaxing. In the mid-afternoon, you'll
board a comfortable van or bus for the scenic drive back to Hanoi, arriving in the Old Quarter in the early evening, where you
will be dropped off at your hotel.

Activities: Enjoy breakfast.
Cycle and trek to remote villages (Na Meo, Na Mo, Xam Pa).
Observe rice terraces and learn about local culture.
Return to homestay for check-out and lunch.
Free time for shopping or relaxation.
Drive back to Hanoi.
Hotel drop-off in Hanoi Old Quarter.

Day 3 Ninh Binh's Ancient History & Karst Landscapes

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch   |   Stay: Ninh Binh Homestay   |   Transport: Car/Bus, Bicycle, Boat

Today, depart from Hanoi's Old Quarter for a transfer to Ninh Binh, with a short comfort break en route. Your first stop is Hoa
Lu, the ancient capital of Vietnam between 968 and 1010 AD. Here, you'll visit the venerated temples dedicated to King Dinh
and King Le, gaining insights into Vietnam's early imperial history and the significant figures who shaped the nation.
Following the historical exploration, you have the option to join a 30-minute cycling activity, offering a gentle way to observe
local life, or you may choose to relax at the restaurant. A buffet lunch featuring local specialties, including vegetarian options, is
served in a private setting. The afternoon presents a choice between two iconic boat excursions: either a 1.5-hour sampan ride
through Tam Coc, known for its "Halong Bay on land" scenery, paddy fields, and cave system (Hang Ca, Hang Hai, Hang Ba);
or a 1.5-hour boat tour of Trang An, a UNESCO World Heritage site famous for its beautiful tunnel caves and appearance in
"Kong: Skull Island."
The day concludes with a visit to Mua Cave. A climb of 500 steps to the peak of Ngoa Long Mountain rewards you with an
incredible panoramic view of the Ninh Binh city and the Tam Coc area below. Afterwards, transfer to your homestay in Ninh
Binh for an overnight stay.

Activities: Transfer from Hanoi to Ninh Binh.
Visit Hoa Lu, the ancient capital, and Dinh & Le King Temples.
Optional 30-minute cycling activity.
Enjoy a buffet lunch with local specialties.
Choose between a 1.5-hour boat trip in Tam Coc or Trang An.
Climb 500 steps at Mua Cave for panoramic views.
Transfer to Ninh Binh homestay for overnight.
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Day 4 Halong Bay Cruise & Island Exploration

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner   |   Stay: 4-star cruise   |   Transport: Car/Bus, Cruise, Kayak/Bamboo Boat

An early morning pickup from your Ninh Binh homestay marks the start of your journey to the legendary Halong Bay. The
approximately four-hour drive includes a brief comfort stop. Upon arrival at Tuan Chau Harbor, you'll be transferred to your
awaiting cruise ship, where a warm welcome drink and a comprehensive safety briefing from the Cruise Manager will prepare
you for your overnight adventure.
As the cruise sets sail towards the stunning southeastern reaches of Halong Bay, you'll enjoy a delicious buffet lunch, passing
iconic islets like Fighting Cock and Finger Islet. The afternoon's activities include a transfer to Luon Cave, where you can
choose to explore its unique beauty by kayak or a traditional bamboo boat. Later, hike to the summit of Ti Top Island for
spectacular panoramic views of the bay, followed by an opportunity to swim in the emerald waters or relax on the beach.
Returning to the ship, you'll participate in a sunset party during Happy Hour, with a "buy 2 get 1 free" offer on drinks. The
evening culminates with a fantastic, expertly prepared dinner under a canopy of stars. Afterwards, enjoy free time to relax on
the cruise or participate in onboard activities.

Activities: Transfer from Ninh Binh to Tuan Chau Harbor.
Check-in and welcome drinks on the cruise.
Enjoy a buffet lunch while cruising Halong Bay.
Explore Luon Cave by kayak or bamboo boat.
Hike Ti Top Island for panoramic views and swimming.
Attend a sunset party with Happy Hour.
Savor a gourmet dinner onboard.
Free time for relaxation on the cruise.

Day 5 Halong Bay Sunrise & Return to Hanoi

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch   |   Stay: Hanoi Hotel (not included in tour price)   |   Transport: Cruise, Car/Bus

Begin your final day with an invigorating Tai Chi lesson on the sundeck, greeting the sunrise over the breathtaking Halong Bay.
A light breakfast is served in the restaurant, providing a gentle start to the morning. Following breakfast, you'll embark on an
excursion to Sung Sot Cave, also known as Surprise Cave, one of Halong Bay's largest and most impressive grottoes, famed
for its magnificent stalactite formations.
After exploring the cave, return to the cruise ship to settle your bill and check out from your cabin. A delightful brunch is served
in the restaurant as the boat leisurely makes its way back towards Tuan Chau Harbor. Upon disembarkation at Tuan Chau
Marina, you will transfer to a waiting vehicle for your return journey to Hanoi. The tour concludes with your drop-off at your hotel
in Hanoi's Old Quarter in the mid-afternoon, marking the end of your memorable Northern Vietnam adventure.

Activities: Participate in a Tai Chi lesson on the sundeck.
Enjoy a light breakfast.
Visit Sung Sot Cave.
Check-out from the cruise.
Savor brunch while cruising back to the harbor.
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Disembark at Tuan Chau Marina.
Transfer back to Hanoi.
Hotel drop-off in Hanoi Old Quarter.

WHAT'S INCLUDED

INCLUDED

v Luxury limousine transfers with air-conditioning.

v Professional English-speaking tour guide for the entire
trip.

v All entrance fees to attractions mentioned.

v Boat trip in Trang An or Tam Coc.

v Bicycle ride activity.

v One night accommodation at a Mai Chau Homestay
(private rooms based on group size).

v One night accommodation at a Ninh Binh Homestay
(private rooms based on group size).

v One night accommodation on a 4-star cruise in Halong
Bay.

v Meals as specified in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch,
D=Dinner).

v Cooking class and sunset party onboard the cruise.

v Travel insurance for the duration of the tour.

v One bottle of water per person per day on the bus.

NOT INCLUDED

x Personal expenses.

x Beverages.

x Any additional services not explicitly mentioned in the
itinerary.

PRICE INCLUDES

v Luxury limousine transfers with air-conditioning.

v Professional English-speaking tour guide for the entire trip.

v All entrance fees to attractions mentioned.

v Boat trip in Trang An or Tam Coc.

v Bicycle ride activity.

v One night accommodation at a Mai Chau Homestay (private rooms based on group size).

v One night accommodation at a Ninh Binh Homestay (private rooms based on group size).

v One night accommodation on a 4-star cruise in Halong Bay.

v Meals as specified in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner).
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v Cooking class and sunset party onboard the cruise.

v Travel insurance for the duration of the tour.

v One bottle of water per person per day on the bus.

CANCELLATION POLICY

Tour Code: IMP-FA27AB253446
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